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Services at St Bartholomew’s Church 

SUNDAY CLUB (for ages 0-14)  Infant: 3-7    Junior: 8-11    Senior: 12-14  

First Steps for toddlers and their carers meets on alternate Wednesdays during term time. For more 
details please contact Najen Harris, 01959 522813. 

EPIC  (for school years 5-7) meets on the 2nd Saturday in the month, 6-8 pm in the Church Centre. 

YOUNG PEOPLE’S FELLOWSHIP meet every Sunday evening during term time in the 
Church  Centre,  6.30 - 8.00 pm.  

HOLY COMMUNION  Every Wednesday 10.00 am (Book of Common Prayer) 

If you would like to book a baptism or wedding, please contact the Church Office 01959 523185. 

Vicar’s off duty day: Monday                        

Cover photo by Richard Worssam 

 Magazine printed by Silver Pines Services, Magazine No. 01 Volume 89 
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It might seem obvious, but in order to enjoy 

these new presents to the full we have had to 

do two things: the first is to unwrap them to 

discover what we have been given; the second 

is actually to use them, rather than put them in 

the loft with the Christmas decorations and then 

forget about them. 

What is true of our presents is also true of our 

faith. In this sense we need to continue to 

unwrap Christmas. I can illustrate this with the 

presents that were given to Jesus by the three 

Wise Men. At first sight the presents seem very 

impractical, and not at all useful for a new baby; 

and yet they were in fact very appropriate. They 

just needed to be unwrapped in a different way. 

They didn’t reveal their true significance all at 

once. Mary recognised this, and her response 

was to ponder these things in her heart. 

In this, Mary sets an example for all of us to 

follow. I find it very significant that Mary, one of 

the key people in the whole Christmas story, 

didn’t comprehend it all at once. There were 

many aspects that she did not understand. 

There was much whose true meaning would 

only be revealed with the unfolding of the 

years. She would need to continue to unwrap 

the significance of the gold, frankincense and 

myrrh throughout her life, revealing the full 

identity of her son and the true meaning of his 

life’s work. Indeed, it was only with the death 

and resurrection of Jesus that the full picture 

would become clear.  

What is true for Mary is also true for us. At 

Christmas we have celebrated the gift of God’s 

Son to the world and to us. Now we have to 

unwrap this gift and discover what difference it 

makes in our everyday lives. Like Mary, we can 

do this by pondering the Gospel message in our 

heart.  

The outcome will be different for each of us as 

we unwrap God’s gift to us and apply our faith 

in our own personal circumstances. Like Mary, 

we are all called to search for God’s truth, and 

in so doing to find fullness of life. We are still on 

the way. Indeed, the early Christians were 

known as “the people of the Way.” 

As we are at the beginning of a New Year, on a 

personal level I would encourage each of us to 

ponder what areas of our faith we would like to 

grow in over the coming months. Where is our 

own search for God leading us? In what 

experiences or questions do we feel God 

touching our lives? 

The months after Jesus’ birth were full of 

upheaval for the Holy Family and they had to 

endure an uncertain political period before they 

were able to settle in Nazareth. We also face 

considerable uncertainty in our national life 

over the next few months. As the wise men 

helped Mary and Joseph understand what was 

unfolding in their lives, let us pray for wisdom 

for all those who will be making decisions on 

our behalf over the coming weeks and months.  

Your friend and Vicar, Richard 

Vicar’s Viewpoint 

I hope you had a good Christmas and enjoyed unwrapping all your 

presents. As the New Year now unfolds, we are getting back into the 

regular flow of our daily lives. Hopefully, we are finding that some of 

the presents we have received we can already put to good use: 

perhaps a new jumper to keep us warm, a new tool to help us with 

DIY jobs, a new casserole dish to use next time we entertain friends to 

a meal… 
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Morning Prayer is said on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays  

each week in Church at 9.00 am 

 

 

2 10.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)  refreshments afterwards 

3   7.30 pm Worship Advisory Group (Vicarage) 

 

6 The Epiphany 

   8.00 am Holy Communion 

 10.00 am All Together Worship 

            6.30 pm Evensong 

7   7.45 pm Homegroup (17 Leonard Avenue) 

9   9.30 am ‘First Steps’ (Otford Methodist Church Hall) 

 10.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)   

   8.00 pm Readers’ and Revs’ group (Riverside House, Shoreham) 

10 Magazine material for the February edition by today, please, to the Church Office, 

 st.bartholomews@otford.net 

 11.00 am Magazine Editorial Team (Vicarage) 

12 10.00 am Sunday Club Leaders’ Meeting (Vicarage) 

   6.00 pm EPIC (Church Centre) 

 

13 The Baptism of Christ 

   8.00 am Holy Communion 

 10.00 am Holy Communion 

14   7.45 pm CAMEO  (17 Leonard Avenue) 

15   8.00 pm Fabric Committee (Church Centre) 

16 10.00 am Holy Communion (BCP ) (refreshments afterwards 

   

20 The Third Sunday of Epiphany  

   8.00 am Holy Communion 

 10.00 am Morning Worship 

   6.30 pm Week of Prayer for Christian Unity service (St. Bartholomew’s) 

21      12-2.00 pm Soup Lunch (Church Centre) 

   7.45 pm Homegroup  (17 Leonard Avenue) 

23   9.30 am ‘First Steps’  (Otford Methodist Church Hall 

 10.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

24 7.30 pm St. Bart’s Men’s Group with Jeremy Marshall  (Church Centre) 

   

27 The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany  

   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

Diary for January 2019 
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 10.00 am  Holy Communion 

   3.00 pm   Messy Church  (Church Centre) 

28   7.45 pm            CAMEO  (17 Leonard Avenue) 

29   8.00 pm  Deanery Synod (Church Centre) 

30 10.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)  refreshments afterwards 

 

 

  

 

 

 

FUNERAL  (Our Sympathy) 

  24th November Iris Barbara Crane (aged 91)    

  25th November Ronald Clifford Darby  (aged 89) 
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CHRISTMAS MARKET ‘THANK YOU’ 

My sincere thanks to everyone who helped 

make the Christmas Market such a success.  To 

the stallholders who worked so hard 

beforehand and on the day, to the kitchen staff 

who could show some high class places a thing 

or two, and to all who sewed, knitted, baked,  

made sweets and preserves, turned wood, 

filled hampers, sold raffle tickets  -  and to 

everyone who came to support us.  What more 

could we ask?  A lovely day, the Church Centre 

with stalls laden with goodies and delicious 

refreshments, and lots of people creating a 

truly joyous atmosphere.  The total raised was 

£2,765  -  amazing!  Well done, everyone! 

                               Sylvia Grafton 

MESSY CHURCH 

The next Messy Church event will take place on 

Sunday,  27th January at 3.00 pm.  An enjoyable 

afternoon is promised for all who come.  It is 

particularly suitable for families with children 

up to the age of 11. 

 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 

The service for the Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity will take place at St. Bartholomew’s 

Church, Otford on Sunday, 20th January at  

6.30 pm. 

BIBLE READING NOTES 

If you would like to order “New Daylight” Bible 

reading notes for next year, please see 

Margaret Lidbetter.  For a group of 10 or more 

the annual subscription is £13.80 for 3 issues, 

May 17th, September 17th and January 2020. 

A PILGRIMAGE TO ROME, ASSISI & 

RAVENNA 

21st-29th October 2019 

The Vicar, together with the Revd. Andrew 

Procter, will be leading a pilgrimage to Rome, 

Assisi and Ravenna from 21st - 29th October 

2019. We will begin with 4 nights in Rome, 

focusing on Peter and Paul whose final days 

were lived here.  We will then have two nights 

in Assisi, home of St. Francis, set amidst the 

tranquillity of the Umbrian countryside. We will 

finish in Ravenna, capital of the western Roman 

Empire in the 5th century and featuring some 

magnificent Byzantine mosaics. The cost of this 

9-day pilgrimage is £1,895 and this includes 

flights, accommodation with breakfasts and 

suppers, and all travel with our own guide and 

all entrance fees.  Brochures are available on 

the information stand in the main entrance to 

the church.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

From St Bartholomew’s Church 
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Dates For 2019 
Sunday 20th January Service for Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (6.30 pm, St. Barts) 

Saturday 9th February Wedding Preparation Morning (Church Centre, 10 am) 

Friday 1st March Women’s World Day of Prayer (2pm, Otford Catholic Church) 

Wednesday 6th March Ash Wednesday (8pm, joint service at Otford Methodist Church) 

Tuesday 12th March 5-session  Tuesday evening Lent course begins (8 pm, Church Centre) 

Sunday 31st March Mothering Sunday (British Summer Time begins) 

Saturday 13th April Spring Cleaning of the Church (from 9 am) 

Sunday 14th April Palm Sunday Procession (10.45 am) and Service on The Green (11 am) 

Thursday 18th April Re-enactment of Last Supper (8pm) and The Watch (9pm) 

Friday 19th April Good Friday services 

Sunday 21st April Easter Day Services 

Sunday 5th May Commemoration of Departed Loved Ones (3 pm) 

Saturday 12th May Christian Aid Week begins 

Sunday 19th May Civic Service (10 am) 

Monday 27th May Village Fete / Bank Holiday 

Thursday 30th May Ascension Day 

Sunday 9th June Pentecost / Whitsunday services 

Saturday 15th June St. Bartholomew’s Church Fair 

Sunday 16th June Trinity Sunday 

Sunday 7th July Sunday Club Celebration (10) & Parish BBQ in Vicarage Garden (12.30) 

12th - 14th July Youth Weekend at Kench Hill 

Satuday 14th September Friends of Kent Churches Ride and Stride 

Sunday 15th September Stewardship Sunday 

Sunday 29th September Harvest Services 

Sunday 27th October Bible Sunday 

Sunday 10th November Remembrance Sunday Service (10 am in Church, 10.50 am on The Green) 

Saturday 23rd November Christmas Market (10 am) 

Sunday 1st December Advent Carol Service (6.30 pm) 

Sunday 8th December Christingle (4 pm) 

Sunday 15th December Nativity Play and Christmas Presentation (10 am) 

 Choir Christmas Concert (7 pm) 

Sunday 22nd December Nine Lessons and Carols (6.30 pm) 

24th December Crib Service (4 pm) 

 Midnight Communion Service (11.30 pm) 

25th December Christmas Communion (9 am) 

 All Together Christmas Worship (10.30 am) 
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Faith in the Family... 
 

January: Light bulb moments! 

Bible story: On the road to 

Damascus 

Saul knew that he was right.  

As his mule carried him along 

the sandy road to Damascus, 

the Temple guards following 

him on foot, he leant over and 

patted his saddlebag with 

satisfaction. Safe inside were 

the letters from the High Priest 

authorizing him to go to the synagogues and 

arrest those fools, those silly “People of the 

Way”, who still insisted that Jesus had been the 

Son of God. What wickedness!  He shook his 

head. Some of them were even saying they’d 

seen Jesus after his death – that he’d come 

back to life!  

Of course he was right to hunt down those 

people. He’d done it in Jerusalem, paying 

witnesses to say things to get them arrested. 

Well, they risked causing riots and then the 

Romans would take action. Violence on the 

streets of the city! But now these people had 

gone underground in other parts of the country. 

Saul’s mule stumbled on a large rock, jolting 

him. A picture of that disciple, Stephen, flashed 

into his mind, lying under a heap of stones. 

He’d deserved to die, of course he had. But it 

was never pleasant to watch a stoning – and 

those followers of Jesus seemed emboldened 

whenever they were in danger. Stephen’s face 

had even shone with a sort of heavenly . . .  

“There’s Damascus, sir!” One of the guards 

pointed down at a gleaming city spread out 

along the sand. Ah yes, all his life had been 

leading to this mission; his education, his 

cleverness, his family’s pride in never breaking 

the laws of Moses. Keeping the law, that was 

what mattered.  

Saul kicked his mule onwards, his eyes fixed on 

the dazzling rooftops below. White, and so 

bright they dazzled him. Brilliant. Searing. With 

no warning a light from 

heaven flashed around 

him. He was off his mule 

and down on the stony 

ground. He heard a voice 

say to him, 

“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 

“Who are you, Lord?” he asked. He already 

knew the answer. 

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” replied 

the voice. “Now get up and go into the city and 

you will be told what you must do.” 

The guards pulled him to his feet. He opened 

his eyes but saw nothing. Blinded. So they led 

him, shaking, down into Damascus. At the 

house of Judas on Straight Street, he asked to 

be left alone – refused all food and drink for 

three days. He saw nothing, just thought. Oh, all 

those People of the Way he’d helped to kill. 

Stephen – murdered for telling the truth. Such 

cruelty! When all he’d preached was love, 

healing, forgiveness . . . Could he ever be 

forgiven? No, impossible. Yet, as he began to 

pray he had a vision of a man . . .  

He sensed the stranger, Ananias, enter the 

room – felt his trembling hands on his shoulder, 

his eyes.  

“Brother Saul, the Lord  - Jesus, who appeared 

to you on the road as you were coming here – 

has sent me so that you may see again and be 

filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiVqbrCn5_fAhU0QxUIHTNqBJwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdepositphotos.com%2F30505221%2Fstock-illustration-woodcut-illustration-of-saint-paul.html&psig=AOvVaw2yD
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Immediately, something like scales fell from 

Saul’s eyes and he recognized the man in his 

vision. He was asking him if he wanted to be 

baptized? Yes, yes! For now he saw clearly, 

understood the truth! He must regain his 

strength and then use his God-given talents to 

tell anyone who would listen about Jesus! 

Parents’ pause for thought: Everyone’s faith 

journey develops in a different way and does 

not need to be dramatic to be valid. Saul was a 

contemporary of Jesus and he may have been 

wrestling with Christian ideas for some time 

before his conversion.  

Think about your own journey and be 

prepared to share your story with the children 

in your life. What helped to convince you? Our 

children may not seem to take much notice of 

what we say, but we may be sowing seeds that 

will take root later.  

The Bible story: Chat about the story of Saul 

on the road to Damascus (Acts 9: 1-19).  

Have you ever thought that you were right 

about something and then discovered that you 

were completely wrong? 

Do you ever try to tell yourself it’s OK to do 

something wrong? 

How do you feel about people who think 

differently to you? 

Do you think there is a difference between 

having lots of knowledge (like Saul) and being 

wise? 

How do you think Saul felt after he saw Jesus 

on the road to Damascus? 

What do you think Saul did for the rest of his 

life?  

 

 

Some revealing facts 

Epiphany means a moment when you 

suddenly feel that you understand, or become 

conscious of, something very important to you.  

The Feast of the Epiphany is celebrated on 

Twelfth Night and is associated with the visit of 

the magi to baby Jesus and also the baptism of 

Jesus. In both cases, Jesus was revealed as 

someone of particular importance. 

In some European countries, children leave 

their shoes out the night before to be filled 

with gifts, while others leave straw for the 

king’s horses. 

In Ireland, Epiphany is sometimes called 

Women’s Christmas, because the men do the 

housework and cooking and the women get 

the day off!  

Twelfth Night is traditionally the date by which 

Christmas decorations should be taken down. 

Count how many cards received have the 

three kings on them! Cut cards along the fold 

and use the blank side for shopping lists, etc.  

As with gladness men of old 

Did the guiding star behold; 

As with joy they hailed its light,  

Leading onward, beaming bright, 

So, most gracious God, may we 

Evermore be led to Thee. 

 

Vicki Howie 
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The Hiding Place  

by Corrie ten Boom 

It was the first week of the Alpha Course: a 12 

week introduction to the Christian faith 

delivered in the home of a churchgoer.  At the 

end of that first evening the course leader 

spoke about some of the books which were 

available to take away and read.  As a 

committed atheist, I was only there because my 

teenaged daughter had urged me to attend.  I 

didn’t want to waste my time reading a soppy 

Christian book, so I passed up the opportunity.  

Each week, the leader would introduce a 

different book and encourage us to try one.  By 

week four I was warming up to the idea that 

maybe Christianity might have something to it 

after all.  I borrowed ‘The Hiding Place’ as it 

looked like a good story.  Pretty soon I was 

gripped by it. 

Corrie ten Boom grew up in Amsterdam in the 

early 20th century, the daughter of a jeweller 

and watchmaker.  She writes movingly about 

her childhood, in which the Christian faith – 

particularly Bible reading – was central.  As a 

young woman she became a watchmaker 

herself and helped her father in the family 

business.    

In 1940 the Nazis invaded Holland.   In 1942 a 

Jewish woman came to the ten Boom’s door 

and asked for sanctuary.  Thus began a very 

successful endeavour to hide both Jews and 

Dutch resistance workers in the ten Boom’s 

house.   Many lives were saved.  It came to an 

abrupt halt in February 1944 when an informer 

told the Gestapo about the house.  Miraculously 

the hidden Jews survived, but Corrie and other 

family members were sent to concentration 

camps.  She writes poignantly about that 

experience, and how she came to rely on God’s 

provision throughout. 

This wonderful book had a big impact on me. 

I’ve read lots of Christian books since.  But none 

has made such as big impression as The Hiding 

Place.   I saw for the first time what the 

Christian life meant. How a deeply Christian 

upbringing can set someone up for a life of 

serving others. The importance of faithful 

prayer. What it means to trust God even in the 

darkest times when human hope is all but 

extinguished.   

Who knows, you might enjoy it too. It’s still in 

print! 

Bill Lattimer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A book which influenced me... 
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Sevenoaks Area Youth Trust (SAYT) kicked 

off to a great start in 2018 with the 

recommencement of detached work on 

Thursday nights, following the cancellation at 

the end of 2017, with Julie ably supported by 

the team of volunteers and trustees. 2017 had 

shown a slow reduction in numbers at 

Greatness following the regeneration and 

promotion of the football ground. The team’s 

focus initially moved to Bat and Ball station 

with a short stint in Otford. By the end of the 

summer they had found the new home in 

Kemsing with the team regularly making 

contact with 15 - 20 young people during the 

autumn months. Evenings include the 

obligatory hot chocolate and cake, card games 

and most importantly taking time to talk, 

listen, share and help. Following a conversation 

through this detached work Julie is helping one 

young person prepare their first CV. 

A new round of recruiting commenced early in 

the year to try and find a second youth worker. 

These culminated in March with three 

applications received and two rounds of 

interviews.  

The schools work has gone from strength to 

strength throughout the year. A record number 

of assemblies have been performed at Knole 

Academy with pupils actively coming up to 

thank and engage the team afterwards. May 

saw the start of a Christian Union at Knole 

Academy with the team supporting the 

students who proposed the idea in addition to 

the existing Thursday lunchtime club and 

games club at Trinity. 

September saw Bath Holgate start as the new 

youth worker alongside Julie. Beth has a huge 

amount of experience in youth work. She has 

fitted straight in and has already build an 

amazing rapport with the young people. Beth is 

primarily focusing upon the schools work that 

SAYT performs. She has made good progress at 

re-strengthening the links with Sevenoaks 

School, and conversations have been started 

with Weald over options for providing support 

at the new Grammar School Annex adjacent to 

Trinity School. 

As we begin the new year we ask for your 

prayers towards: -  

• For Beth as she grows in confidence, 

and responsibilities and also plans for 

her wedding in April. 

• That our regular presence would be 

engaging, loving and even inspiring, 

with effectiveness in sharing the love of 

Jesus with the detached group. 

• For effective input with wellbeing, a 

major area of need for young people. 

• Schools work, in particular for 

opportunities with the Weald Annex. 

Russell Edwards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth workers Julie and Beth 

Mission Matters … SAYT 
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… at the heart of our church family 

Dawn leads a busy life, describing herself as a 

practical person who hates to be idle. As well as 

having a full-time job in the NHS, within St 

Bart’s she is a Reader, organises Messy Church 

and EPIC, leads the YPF (with Claire Holmes and 

Russell Edwards) and helps with Sunday Club. 

She is also a trustee of the Sevenoaks Area 

Youth Trust and a prime mover behind 

Sevenoaks’ Bountiful Women’s Christian 

Conference (Trinity School, Saturday 23rd March 

2019). In her spare time she enjoys travelling, 

summer walking, craftwork and cookery! 

Dawn was born in Bournemouth and was 

adopted at six weeks. The family moved briefly 

to Gravesend and Westerham before settling in 

Dunton Green. She has a younger brother and 

told me that they had a fantastic childhood with 

brilliant holidays taken in the family caravan all 

over the UK. She particularly remembers two 

holidays to Scotland – one to the north coast 

when, whilst walking on the beach late at night, 

her father came under attack from seagulls, and 

another when, at her brother’s insistence, they 

visited every castle in the country! 

Dawn spoke highly of her secondary school, 

Bennett Memorial, saying that it provided just 

the right mix of pastoral care and academic 

stimulus. It was there that she first became a 

Christian. Although she grew up in a 

churchgoing family and her father was a deacon 

in the Baptist Church, it was at Bennett (aged 

17) that she was challenged by a friend to take 

Jesus into her heart as well as her head. She 

was then invited by another friend to come to a 

YPF bible study meeting in Otford. That group of 

young people, which included the Southgates 

and Bratbys, became hugely important in her 

Christian development and is a reason why she 

finds it ‘really exciting’ to work with our young 

people now. 

A second step in her journey of faith was when, 

at 18,  she became involved with Scripture 

Union’s Sheringham Beach Mission going on to 

serve on the Sheringham team for a fortnight 

every summer for twenty eight years. Amongst 

her roles, she would regularly cook for sixty 

people! Dawn strongly believes that you grow 

as a Christian in serving others. 

A further step in her journey was the decision to 

become a lay reader at St Bart’s. She was under 

thirty when she volunteered and her offer was 

met with enthusiasm by the then vicar, Revd. 

David Towne who had earlier baptised her by 

full immersion in Eynsford Baptist Church. As a 

pre-requisite to becoming a reader Dawn also 

needed to be confirmed so she attended 

preparation classes which, I understand, she 

ended up running as much as quietly 

participating in! 

Whilst in her mid-twenties Dawn became aware 

that God was calling her to serve abroad but she 

resisted. That year, at Spring Harvest, she 

attended a ‘Big Tent’ meeting and found the 

speaker had switched from someone talking 

about home mission to someone encouraging 

overseas mission. The result was that Dawn, 

now a qualified physiotherapist, went to 

Luampa in Zambia for a year to work in a 

In conversation with Dawn Hallam 
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mission hospital. Luampa was two hours from 

the nearest tarmac road and she felt 

desperately homesick in the early weeks and 

months. There were no phones, electricity was 

supplied by a generator and there was a 

kerosene fridge. Dawn told me, ‘you learn 

dependence on God’ … and she can still sing 

‘Read your bible and pray every day’ in the local 

language, Lozi! 

Dawn qualified as a physiotherapist at St 

Thomas’s Hospital, London and first practised in 

Great Yarmouth for two years. From there she 

moved to Maidstone and, with the exception of 

her year in Zambia, has been employed in and 

around the area ever since. She has been a 

physiotherapist for the Royal British Legion and 

a therapy manager setting up day hospitals and 

community therapy services. She has also 

managed community hospitals and, for the last 

five years, has been the discharge manager for 

Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells NHS Trust. 

Whilst the work can be draining, especially in 

winter with the pressure on resources, Dawn 

loves interacting with her team in finding 

solutions to difficult challenges to make a 

positive difference to people’s lives. 

Looking to the future Dawn would like to take 

early retirement and then perhaps work part-

time in the clinical field. She has already 

travelled to Australia, New Zealand, South 

Africa, Bali, Sri Lanka and Canada and said that 

there are many more places she would like to 

explore. She would also enjoy having more time 

for her crafts which include knitting and some 

stunning cross-stitch. 

One of Dawn’s greatest joys is watching the 

young people of our church as they embark on 

their faith journeys and develop into wonderful 

Christian adults – she described her 

involvement in this youth work as ‘a huge 

privilege’. She added that she is ‘incredibly 

thankful for my church family’. We are 

fortunate indeed to have her as part of that 

family. 

Christeen Malan 
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Ron Darby, 1929 - 2018 

Ron was born on 31st August 1929 in Bromley, 

and together with his younger sister he spent his  

early childhood in Bromley. He was only 10 

when the Second World War broke out. His 

family had to move houses several times due to 

their homes suffering bomb damage, with a 

consequent disruption to his schooling. He was 

also evacuated to several locations including 

Oxfordshire, Richmond, Sussex and Somerset 

where he was educated at Hove College, which 

had also been evacuated. 

At the age of 17, Ron applied to the RAF, and he 

worked on the construction of air frames, 

learning the skill of welding. It was during his 

time in the RAF that Ron developed his love of 

jazz, being asked to play drums in the RAF band. 

After 2 ½ years Ron was granted compassionate 

leave to help in his father’s sheet metal 

business, but by the time he got home the 

company had gone bust. The family moved to 

Cheltenham where Ron worked with Smiths 

Instruments, making aircraft instruments.  

Ron then moved to back to Petts Wood and 

worked at Orpington District Council. He 

devoted his free time to playing jazz with various 

bands. He then got a job with the Anglo-Iranian 

Oil Company (later BP).  

In 1962 Ron was offered a full-time job in Monty 

Sunshine’s Jazz Band, but he chose instead to 

work with British European Airways who offered 

him a job on the same day. It was while he was 

at BEA, working at the West London Air 

Terminal, that he met his wife , Barbara. 

They got married in July 1963. At first they lived 

in Ron’s flat in Earls Court. In 1966 they moved 

to West Wickham. Their daughter, Erica, was 

born later that year, and their family was 

complete with the birth of their son, Mike, in 

1968.  

Ron left BEA in 1968 and worked for a hotel 

booking agency in Victoria. This job did not 

involve shift work, and so Ron was able to join 

the Chez Chesterman Jazz Band on a regular 

basis.  

In 1974 the family moved to Otford, and Ron 

and Barbara have lived there ever since. After a 

variety of different jobs, Ron worked in the 

entertainments section of Tonbridge Wells 

Borough Council. He also developed a skill in 

picture framing.  

In addition to his jazz, Ron had a wide range of 

interests, including breeding Abyssinian cats, 

photography, family history and WW1, the Royal 

British Legion and the RNLI.  Latterly he also took 

up kayaking with Tonbridge Canoe Club. 

In later years Ron 

was blessed with two  

grandchildren in 

whom he took great 

delight.  

Ron showed great 

courage in dealing 

with his declining 

health. He will be 

remembered with 

love and respect by 

all his family and 

friends.  

In Memoriam 
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I hope you had a restful and peaceful Christmas 

break and I wish you well for 2019. 

In 2018 we remembered a number of very 

important centenaries including the ending of 

the First World War. It was lovely to see such a 

huge turnout in church on Remembrance 

Sunday as we remembered in particular the 

young men from Otford who gave their lives for 

others. Walking towards the war memorial and 

seeing the poppy ring of remembrance around 

the pond was very moving. 

2018 was also the year of women. On 6th 

February 1918 The Representation of the 

People Act (granting women over 30 years old 

with small property qualification the right to 

vote in Parliamentary elections) received royal 

assent. Later that year, on 21st November, the 

Parliament (Qualification of Women) Act 

passed, allowing women to be elected to 

Parliament and on 14th December 1918 

women cast their votes for the first time in a 

General Election. Of course, as with so many 

other things, local government was ahead 

when it came to women’s suffrage, allowing 

women to vote in council elections from 1869 

and the first women councillors were elected in 

1907. 

To celebrate women winning the right to vote, 

the Otford and Kemsing Brownies joined me in 

the Sevenoaks District Council Chamber on 

13th November to celebrate UK Parliament 

week. It was lovely to see the chamber so full 

of young girls debating issues that mean a lot 

to them, such as the overuse of plastics, animal 

testing and foreign aid. The girls had the 

opportunity to vote in real polling booths and 

place their ballot papers in actual ballot boxes 

to familiarise them with the democratic 

process. But, most importantly, to open their 

eyes to the possibility of standing for election 

themselves. 

As we celebrate 100 years of Parliamentary 

women’s suffrage still only a third of the House 

of Commons is made up of women, and only a 

third of Sevenoaks District Councillors are 

women, down from nearly 50% in 2007. It’s 

worth reflecting that since 1918 fewer than 

500 women have taken up their seats in the 

House of Commons compared to more than 

4,500 men. So sowing the seeds of a possible 

political career amongst young girls in 

important. The evening was made so 

worthwhile to me when one of the girls 

proclaimed at the end: ‘I want to be a Member 

of Parliament more than anything else in the 

world’ and I hope she makes it. 

Sevenoaks District Council produced a video 

celebrating the achievement of women since 

1918 that is on our You Tube channel. We 

interviewed a number of local, inspirational 

women currently in roles that would not have 

been possible a century ago. To see it visit 

Sevenoaks District Council’s You Tube channel 

and, in the search bar at the top of the page, 

select the video called: ‘Sevenoaks 100 years of 

women’s vote’. Unfortunately you will spot a 

picture of me 

on the front! 

The message 

of the video is 

to follow your 

dreams. 

With best 

wishes, 

Michelle 

 

District Council News 
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OTFORD/NEUFCHATEL-HARDELOT 
TWINNING ASSOCIATION   

Our AGM will be held on 

Monday 21 January 2019 at 

7.30pm at the Woodman Pub in 

Otford. Please note the change 

of date. All are welcome to hear our plans for 

2019. 

We are holding our annual Festive meal on 

Tuesday 2 February. Please contact Jane 

Lawrey via the Parish Council 

(clerk@otfordpc.co.uk) for further details. 

EVENING WI  

We start 2019 with a sparkling 

talk by Helen Kendall Tobias 

about Diamonds! 

The date is Thursday, January 

10th at 7.30 in the Club Room. Subscriptions 

are also due in January.  For more information 

our President can be contacted on 01959 

524831. 

 

 

 
Out and About 

Auld Lang Syne - Remembering “Thenadays” 

‘Auld Lang Syne’ was sung over the New Year, 

especially in Scotland. It should, we are told, 

‘never be forgotten’. But what is it? 

The words actually mean something like ‘long 

time ago’ and it is the ‘acquaintances ‘of long 

ago that we should not forget. In other words, 

and somewhat to contradict the usual New Year 

greetings, it calls us to look back. The past, it 

says, is precious, as are the people who have 

been part of it for us. 

At my age people often use the word 

‘nowadays’. Usually negatively – ‘nowadays 

there‘s nothing good on the TV’ or ‘nowadays 

people never say thank you’. It’s a mind-set that 

is shaped by the memory of a golden age that 

probably never existed. Yet there is a truth in 

there somewhere. If we find ‘nowadays’ un-

settling, why not remember ‘Thenadays’? Our 

past is who we are. Its people have shaped our 

lives. There is nothing wrong sometimes in look-

ing back and remembering. As the song says, it 

should be ‘brought to mind’ – the ‘old acquaint-

ances’ of our lives. 

For me, for instance, that is my father taking me 

as a six-year-old to watch the steam trains go by. 

It’s my grandparents in their Welsh village. It’s 

old friends and colleagues, some from as long as 

70 years ago, with all the laughter and tears we 

shared. And it’s not just happy things like my 

own family but also the sad loss of loved ones 

and the feeling of helpless deprivation that fol-

lows. All of this is part of my ‘Thenadays’. 

As we wish people a ‘Happy New Year’ it’s not a 

bad idea to pick up that strange Scots saying and 

invite them not to forget a human heritage 

which is ours – people, events, experience. ‘Auld 

Lang Syne’ is the totality of our lives as we have 

lived them. Looking back is often the best way of 

looking forward… 

David Winter 

mailto:clerk@otfordpc.co.uk
http://images.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=england%20and%20france%20flags&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=aWD-FJety_jKIM&tbnid=6F3cvOa7PgDtWM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crossed-flag-pins.com%2FFriendship-Pins%2FEngland%2FFlag-Pins-England-France
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I love Scotch eggs but the supermarket 

ones tend not to be crisp, and the sausage 

meat used is sometimes not very 

appetising. Homemade ones are very 

quick and easy to prepare and cook if you 

have a deep fat fryer. 

 

1lb sausages or sausage meat 

4 eggs (plus one extra beaten egg) 

Breadcrumbs (ideally Panko breadcrumbs 

or gluten free ones, which are now 

available in the supermarkets, rather than 

the dyed orange ones) 

Seasoned flour. 

 

Put the eggs into a saucepan of cold 

water, bring to the boil, then take off the 

heat and leave to cool.  

 

Preheat fryer to 180° 

 

Peel the eggs and dip into seasoned flour. 

 

Divide the sausage meat into 4, press flat 

and mould round the egg. (A cheat’s way 

is to use two sausages per egg, roll one 

sausage round horizontally and one round 

vertically and press them together.) 

 

Dip into beaten egg and then coat well 

with breadcrumbs. Deep fry for 6-8 

minutes, depending on size of egg, and 

until well browned. They will be cooked 

through and very crisp. 

 

Hilary Fothergill 

Recipe for January 
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The Church of England Taking Action 
More than 33,000 social action projects – from 

food banks to debt counselling – are run or 

supported by churches, according to figures 

setting out for the first time the full scale of the 

Church of England’s service to communities. 

The findings – which amount to the largest 

survey to date of the extent of the Church of 

England’s work with some of the most 

vulnerable in society – show that 80 per cent 

of congregations are involved in one or more 

forms of social action. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, 

says: “From food banks to debt counselling and 

lunch clubs to language classes, these figures 

spell out for the first time the sheer scale and 

range of our churches’ commitment to their 

communities. 

“We are doing more to love and help people in 

need than at any time since 1945. 

“We don’t just do this to be ‘nice’ but because 

our faith in Jesus Christ compels us to act.” 

Data gathered from 13,000 churches shows 

that the biggest area of work is in food banks – 

with 60 per cent, or nearly 8,000 churches – 

involved in either running or supporting food 

banks through volunteers, donations and 

providing venues. 

Nearly a third, or 32 per cent, of Church of 

England churches run or support parent and 

toddler groups; just over a quarter, or 26 per 

cent, lunch clubs; and just over one in five, or 

22 per cent, community cafes. Holiday clubs 

and breakfast clubs, often providing meals to 

children from low income families, are 

supported or run by nearly 17 per cent of 

churches. 

Other community action projects supported or 

run by the Church of England’s churches 

involved a range of activities from 

bereavement support and community gardens 

to music events and English language tuition. 

The figures on the extent of social action by 

Church of England churches were collected as 

part of the annual “Statistics for Mission” 2017 

survey.  

Stunning new £2-million Bible-and-art website 
If you want to enjoy art with your Bible reading, 

then visit the stunning new £2-million Bible-and-

art website, ‘The Visual Commentary on the 

Bible’ (https://thevcs.org/) which was launched 

late last year. 

‘The Visual Commentary on the Bible’ matches 

three works of art with passages of Scrip-

ture.  Each triptych has been chosen by a theolo-

gian or an art historian (so far, there are 44 

listed on the site), who also provides a short 

commentary on the picture, relating it to the 

Bible verses.  The images on the site are high-

resolution, and with the powerful zoom facility, 

users can enjoy the artworks in great detail. 

So far, there are 50 completed triptychs, or 

‘exhibitions’, and another 50 await copyright 

permissions. In the next seven years, it is hoped 

that the number will grow to 1500. 

The site is free to use.  It is funded by Roberta 

and Howard Ahmanson, the US billionaire 

philanthropists, and draws on the expertise of 

the Department of Theology and Religious Stud-

ies at King’s College, London. 
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January Picture Parable 
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Gardening through the Year with members of  

Otford Gardeners’ Society 

Gardening in January?  Not the best time of the 

year to get out and do things. And you can always 

find excuses not to get out into the garden.  It’s 

too cold. It’s too wet. I can’t find my gardening 

gloves!  But this is the lazy gardener’s way out.  

Just put on your old, worn and coveted thick 

gardening jacket, a woolly hat, a scarf, a pair of 

gardening gloves and rubber boots, although 

don’t walk on the grass when the frost is still on 

the ground as this will damage your lawn. 

The spring is normally regarded as the time to 

start gardening.  However, in January some plants 

such as snowdrops and winter aconites begin to 

flower and others such as Christmas roses and 

winter jasmine will be in full flower. 

As you look around your garden you will see some 

small, but important jobs that need doing, such as 

the renewal of supporting stakes for your shrubs 

and trees and there will always be the occasional 

weeds popping their heads up to remind you that 

they don’t stop growing in the winter.  Do your 

fences need attention? Do the supports to your 

climbing plants need repair? Incidentally, bare 

root shrubs, trees and roses can still be planted at 

this time, providing the soil is crumbly and not 

too wet or cold.  If it has been snowing, shake the 

snow off the branches of any trees or shrubs to 

avoid them breaking. Renew the garden edging 

but be careful where you tread in your borders as 

those prize daffodils, which you planted last year 

and have forgotten about, may be beginning to 

poke their noses above the ground. 

Or perhaps this is the time of the year for getting 

out those seed catalogues that you acquired in 

October, and have not opened yet, looking for 

those special garden plants that will enhance your 

garden and be the envy of your neighbours when 

they bloom in full colour. You can indulge yourself 

in dreams of a perfect lawn, beautiful flowers and 

superb vegetables all coming to fruition at the 

right time. 

And the best place to do this is in your sun 

lounge, sitting in your favourite armchair with 

your feet up, with the heat full on, looking out 

onto your garden with a large gin and tonic to 

keep you company! 

A gardening tip for any time of the year, which 

comes from the television gardener, Bob 

Flowerdew - ‘The best time to take cuttings is 

when no one is looking!’ 

Doug Dickerson 

The Snowdrop 

Deep in the earth through winter’s cold. 

Sun warms up.  I stretch to the light, piercing 

earth’s crust. 

I open my heart – a tiny white bell within a 

canopy of petals. 

Head hangs in humility but, happy to be here, 

Echoing the joy of early 

spring. 

 

Sheila Dickerson 
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Please support our advertisers and mention this publication 

 

Denise Thompson 

Designer Florist Ltd 
 

9 High Street  • Otford • Kent • TN14 5PG 

Tel: 01959 525009  Fax: 01959 524971 

Email: denise@dtflorist.co.uk      

www.dtflorist.co.uk 

 

 Fiona – Freelance Stylist   

 Your local, reliable, friendly, mobile hairdresser. 

 Highly qualified in all aspects of hairdressing. 

 Call Fiona:   Home:  01322 867160 

  Mobile:  07799683031 
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15th SEVENOAKS (OTFORD) SCOUT GROUP 
H.Q. adjacent to Otford Station  

 

Beaver Scouts (Age 6 - 8) Meeting: Mondays 5.00pm - 6.00pm  

 

Cub Scouts (Age 8 - 10½) 
Meetings: Mondays 6.30 - 8.00 p.m. or Thursdays 6.45 - 8.15 p.m. 

 

Scouts (Age 10½ -14) Meetings: Fridays 8.00 - 9.30 p.m. 
 

All enquiries and hall bookings www.otfordscouts.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

20 Years Experience  

Friendly Service and Competitive Prices 

01732 365277 Mobile 07813 455491 

paul.tapper@btinternet.com 

 Painting / Decorating 

 Interior / Exterior 

 Wallpapering 

 Glazing 

 General House Maintenance 

 Free Estimates 

mailto:paul.tapper@btinternet.com
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Trevor’s Domestic Repairs 

Tel 01732 456326    Mob 07772931537 
Got a problem with your appliance? Give me a call. 

 

Fast friendly service 
Qualified engineer 

Hotpoint, Hoover, Zanussi, AEG, Bosch 

and most other makes. 

Repairs to Washing Machines,  

Tumble Dryers, Ovens and more.  

Please support our advertisers and mention this publication 
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M. J. Leach. 
Watch and Clockmakers and Repairers. 

 
SPECIALISTS IN THE  

SALES & RESTORATION OF  
ANTIQUE CLOCKS, WATCHES  

& BAROMETERS 
 

ALL WORK CARRIED OUT IN  
OUR OWN WORKSHOPS 

 

HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

 
OUR SHOWROOM IS OPEN: 

 
TUESDAY, THURSDAY & FRIDAY 

10am-5pm (Closing 1-2pm daily) &  
Saturday 10am-1pm 

 

Tel: 01732 886115 
www.mjlclocks.co.uk 

Member of the British Watch and  

Clockmakers Guild 

High Street, Wrotham, Sevenoaks,  

Kent, TN15 7AD. 

Please support our advertisers and mention this publication 
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ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE 

To enquire regarding advertising in this publication please contact:  

st.bartsmagadvertising@otford.net 

OTFORD CHURCH HALL 
HIGH STREET 

 Available for:-  
 

* Meetings    

* Rehearsals 

* Children’s Parties   

* Receptions   

(No discos or adult parties) 
  

Reasonable Rates     

Contact: Robert Hunt on (01959) 523820  

for further details. 
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Ibbett Mosely  has been selling property in  
Otford Village for over 60 years 

We remain the only agent in the village to offer a  
wide range of professional services 

Open 7 Days a week 

The name you can trust when it comes to selling property in the village 

Regular coverage on all major websites and Sevenoaks Chronicle 
 

Visit our website at www.ibbettmosely.co.uk  
Email: otford@ibbettmosely.co.uk 

The Parade  Sevenoaks Road  Otford  01959 522164 

 
CHARTERED SURVEYORS 

http://www.ibbettmosely.co.uk
mailto:otford@ibbettmosely.co.uk
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Need Help with your computer ? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Friendly professional Advice and Support for 
business and home use 

Andrew Craner  :  01732 742454 or 07957 648461 
Email: enquiries@prosphero.co.uk  Internet: www.prosphero.co.uk  

Please support our advertisers and mention this publication 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE 

To enquire regarding advertising in this publication 

please contact:  

st.bartsmagadvertising@otford.net 
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SEVENOAKS MOT STATION 

Repairs and Servicing of all makes of vehicle 

Free pick up service within 7 mile radius 

01732 464420    www.smots.co.uk 

£20 OFF  
your next full service with this voucher 

(one voucher per full service, not available with any other promotion) 

 

 

Support your local small business for all your mechanical work 

Don’t get charged main dealer prices when we can do the work for you 

• Welding   

• Clutches 

• Exhausts  

• Tyres and brakes  

• Shock Absorbers 

• Diagnostic Machine 
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Station Road, Shoreham 

Kent, TN14 7SA 

Welcomes you for morning coffee,  

light lunches or afternoon tea.  
 

Spacious function suite available for celebratory 

lunches, dinners and presentations.  
 

For further information call 01959 522944 

www.darenthvalleygolfcourse.co.uk 

 

Please support our advertisers and mention this publication 

 

 

 

GUTTERS CLEARED & REPAIRED 

Conservatories, Fascias & Soffits cleaned & rejuvenated 

Phone or email for a quote:  Jeremy Steer 
01959 525347 or  07831 214815  e: jeremysteer2@gmail.com  

mailto:jeremysteer2@gmail.com
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Tel: + 44 (0) 1959 524 747 
 

Your local saloon & 6 passenger MPV specialists 
  

 Gatwick from £55 
 Heathrow from £85 
 Stansted from £90 
 
Advance Bookings Essential 
 
E-Mail enquiries@spacetravel.co.uk        Internet www.spacetravel.co.uk

     
 

   For the personal & reliable licenced chauffeur service. 
Any distance, anywhere, any time .... Travel in space and comfort. 

 

Established 1995 

PO Box 747 
Sevenoaks 
Kent 
TN14 5XF 

Mob    
07956 870 240 

London from £90 
O2 from £65 

Ebbsfleet from £45 
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Specialists in the investigation and treatment of:- 

WOOD WORM     *     DRY ROT     *     RISNG DAMP 

WATERPROOFING BELOW GROUND STRUCTURES (TANKING)     *     RESIN REPAIRS 

For a survey ring : 01959 524966      Fax: 01959 525176 
 

Unit G1 Chaucer Business Park, Watery Lane, Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent  TN15 6HU 
 

Email: enquiries@gullivertt.co.uk      Web: www.gillivertt.co.uk 
 

Member of the:  Property Care Association, Trustmark and Guarantee Protection Insurance Ltd 

WOODWORM, DRY ROT AND RISING DAMP SPECIALISTS 

Incorporating Surrey Timber Preservation Company 
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